Questions for Gubernatorial Candidates

October 12, 2010

BELIEF.

1. Do you believe that all people, regardless of disability, should have an equal opportunity to choose where they live, learn, work, and play?

FUNDING

2. What would your administration do to minimize the effects that shortfalls in the General Fund and Special Education Trust Fund would have on services and supports for people with disabilities?

3. How will your administration support, through the General Fund and Special Education Trust Fund annual budgets, the increases in operating costs of local community agencies which provide, under contract with state agencies, home and community services and supports for people with disabilities?

4. What is your plan to address budget shortfalls in programs currently relying on federal stimulus funds once those funds are no longer available?  Note: Upon receipt of federal stimulus funds, the Department of Mental Health budget was cut approximately $40 million in state funds.  Would you restore these state funds?

5.   What is your plan for closing of Partlow Developmental Center and serving those residents in their own communities.  Home and community services have proven to be less expensive and provide a higher quality of life for persons with disabilities.  In addition, the funds saved could be used to serve a significant portion of the 2,300+ families currently waiting for services.
6. The Alabama Medicaid Agency has consistently supported the position that community-based services for individuals are more cost effective than the per bed cost of institutional based care.  What are your plans to capitalize on this cost savings?
LEADERSHIP.

7. What is your plan for the leadership of state agencies that provide services and supports for people with disabilities, such as Mental Health, Rehabilitation Services, Senior Services, and Medicaid?  What selection criteria will you employ for identifying leadership positions?  Will you solicit the input of consumers, stakeholder groups and service agencies on making these selections?

EARLY INTERVENTION.

8. Research has indicated that for every dollar invested in Early Intervention services for infants and toddlers (ages 0-3), seven dollars is saved in future long-term care spending, thereby yielding a greater return on investment.  What is your plan to enhance the current Early Intervention system in Alabama so that more children may be served earlier and possibly taken out of the disability system later?

LONG TERM CARE.

9. What is your position on utilizing a larger percentage of Alabama’s long term care funds to support seniors and people with disabilities in the community?  Currently, approximately 90% of Alabama’s long term care funds go toward nursing home care and only 10% supports people in the community.  Would you support the concept of Money Follows the Person?  At present there is federal funding available to support individuals to live in the community if they leave a nursing home.

EMPLOYMENT.

10. What would your administration do to support and encourage the employment of people with disabilities in all sectors of the economy?

TRANSPORTATION.

11. What would your administration do to increase state funds for public transportation services for all Alabamians?

GENERAL.
12. Alabama is one of three states that do not provide services for individuals with developmental disabilities.  What would your administration do to restructure state agencies in order to serve all Alabamians with developmental disabilities who are in need of  services?
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